
 
 

 PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 
ROBERT P. MITCHELL, FAICP, Moderator 
Robert P. Mitchell, FAICP is the Principal of his own planning consulting business in Boston MA. For the past 20+ years he 
has been a visiting professor/lecturer in the Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning department at the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst. He was previously the Special Assistant for Planning Initiatives for the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Housing & Economic Development and the Special Assistant for Sustainable Development in the 
Massachusetts Office for Commonwealth Development.  His prior positions include Planning Director for both Amherst, 
Massachusetts and Burlington, Vermont. Mr. Mitchell is a Fellow of the American Institute of Certified Planners, past 
President of both the Massachusetts Chapter of the American Planning Association and the Massachusetts Association 
of Planning Directors, and past Region I Commissioner on the American Institute of Certified Planners Commission. He is 
a frequent speaker at state, regional and national planning conferences on topics including sustainable development, 
innovative land use plans and regulations, and ethics.  He is a graduate of Providence College and holds a Masters 
Degree in Regional Planning from the University of Massachusetts. 
 
CASSANDRA ACLY 
In her position as Economic Development and Planning Director, Cassandra Acly coordinates the economic 
development, community development, and planning activities for the Town of Southbridge.  She works with the 
Redevelopment Authority, Economic Development Commission, Planning Board, Master Plan Steering Committee, 
Downtown Partnership, and the Planning and Development subcommittee of the Town Council.  She is also a member of 
the Optical Museum Committee, a town public art committee, and is a board member of the Southern Worcester 
County Community Development Corporation. Ms. Acly is passionate about the Town’s unspoiled Victorian downtown, 
and is very involved in downtown revitalization and historical preservation.  Married to Ed Acly and the mother of two 
grown daughters, she studied modern languages at the University of Massachusetts at Boston and worked in the payroll 
administration field prior to raising her family.  She finds her current position to be the most creative job she ever 
imagined and considers herself fortunate to have such a rewarding and positive role to play in Southbridge. 
 
MARY ELLEN BLUNT 
Mary Ellen Blunt is the Transportation Program Manager for the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission 
(CMRPC) located in Worcester.  CMRPC serves as staff to the Central Massachusetts Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO), which programs federal transportation funds for 40 communities, including the City of Worcester, in central and 
southern Worcester County. In addition to safety, congestion, and maintenance planning for roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian accommodations, CMRPC partners with the Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA), an MPO member, 
to conduct data collection/analysis and perform planning for transit in its service area. Ms. Blunt has been in the 
transportation planning profession for over thirty years and has experience in a wide range of focus areas including 
transit, paratransit, travel demand modeling, highway corridor, bicycle and pedestrian planning. She holds an MBA 
degree from Assumption College and a Bachelors of Science degree from Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
 
ADAM GAUDETTE, AICP 
Adam Gaudette has been the Town Administrator in Spencer since 2010, currently managing a $19 million operations 
budget with over 250 employees and municipal officials.  Prior to becoming Town Administrator, he was the Town’s 
Director of the Office of Development and Inspectional Services and also once served as the Director of Planning and 
Community Development for the Town of Northbridge.  Mr. Gaudette has worked in the private sector as a Land 
Acquisition Manager for Toll Brothers and as the COO/Senior Land Planner for Heritage Design Group.  While in the 
private sector, he successfully permitted development projects that included residential subdivisions and commercial, 
industrial and institutional facility expansions or start-ups.  Mr. Gaudette has extensive experience in operations 
management, land use planning and community development, project management and permitting, and land 
acquisition.  He holds a Masters in Regional Planning from UMass-Amherst, a Bachelors of Science from Worcester State 
College, and is currently working towards a Masters in Public Administration from Clark University. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
MICHAEL JACOBS 
Michael C. Jacobs is a principal of Glickman Kovago & Company, Worcester, MA. After many years as a Director of 
Operations in the high tech industry, Mike joined the firm as a broker in 2003 and became partner in 2007. He 
concentrated his efforts within the Retail Industry and developed a Retail Brokerage and Development Program within 
the firm. Mike works with national and regional clients on site selection and new store development throughout New 
England as well as landlord representation on larger retail projects. While Mike’s development focus is on small box 
retail - representing such clients as CVS, McDonald's, Cumberland Farms and Family Dollar, he has done large box retail 
projects, new bank branch development, medical clinics and gas/convenience stations. Mike is an active member of the 
International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) and attended Assumption College. Glickman Kovago and Company is a 
full service commercial real estate firm with 10 brokers, a Property Management Division and General Contracting 
Division. 
 
SANDRA PETERSON 
Born in Boston, raised in the suburbs, Sandra earned a BA in literature and an RN degree. Her professional background is 
in psychiatric nursing, with most of her clinical experience at McLean Hospital, Belmont, MA. She currently has her own 
business as a legal nurse consultant. A nature lover from childhood, she saw a need to conserve the natural beauty in a 
rapidly changing landscape, and in 2005, she became the president of the Dudley Conservation Land Trust. In the past 
seven years, the Dudley Conservation Land Trust, with its commitment to preserving open space and wildlife habitat, 
has protected over 250 acres, including three wildlife sanctuaries, which provide public access for passive recreation.   
 
E. HEIDI RICCI 
Ms. Ricci is a Senior Policy Analyst at Mass Audubon, with over twenty five years of experience in environmental policy, 
wetlands protection and restoration, land use, open space protection, and public lands management. She is the primary 
author of Mass Audubon’s publication, Shaping the Future of Your Community - A Citizen’s Guide to Involvement in 
Community Planning, Land Protection, and Project Review.  She directs the Shaping Outreach and Assistance Program 
and the Taunton River Advocacy Program, and coordinates Mass Audubon’s involvement in project reviews under the 
Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and various regulatory permitting programs. Ms. Ricci holds a B.S. 
degree in Biology from Tufts University and an M.S. degree in Resource Management and Administration from Antioch 
University New England, and is a member of the Society of Wetland Scientists and the Association of Massachusetts 
Wetlands Scientists.  She has served on numerous state advisory committees formed under the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA), Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, and other agencies.  She has also served on the Shirley Conservation Commission since 1991, and on 
other local committees and Devens redevelopment planning committees.  Ms. Ricci has served on the Massachusetts 
Association of Conservation Commissions (MACC) Board of Directors for more than a decade, currently as Vice President 
for Advocacy and is also a past President.  She is a founding Board member of the Massachusetts Rivers Alliance.  She 
received awards from the Nashua River Watershed Association and MACC in recognition of her conservation advocacy 
work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


