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Seven Central Mass Towns Receive Municipal Energy Technical Assistance Grants 

 
[Worcester County, Massachusetts] September 14th, 2016: The Central Massachusetts Regional Planning 
Commission (CMRPC) is pleased to announce that the Towns of Barre, Dudley, Hardwick, Leicester, 
Millville, Oxford and Upton have collectively received $37,500 in funding through the Department 
of Energy Resources (DOER) Municipal Energy Technical Assistance (META) Program. The 
Towns of Barre, Dudley, Hardwick, Millville and Upton, will each receive $5,000 for Green 
Communities Grant Activities, while Leicester and Oxford will receive $5,000 and $7,500 respectively 
for Green Communities Designation.  

Open to all 351 cities and towns, the META Grant Program provides funding for expert consultants and 
contractors, including regional planning agencies such as CMPRC, to assist with a diverse array of local 
energy projects.  Under this round of grant funding, CMRPC will assist municipalities with Green 
Communities Designation as well as activities including annual report preparation, and preparation of 
grant competitive applications, which could result in up to $250,000 in grants per community.  

Established under the Green Communities Act of 2008, the Green Communities Program helps 
Massachusetts cities and towns find clean energy solutions that reduce long-term energy costs and 
strengthen local economies. To become designated, a municipality must meet five (5) criteria, including 
as-of-right siting of renewable or alternative energy facilities; adopting an expedited permitting process 
for the energy facilities; developing an energy use baseline and 20% energy reduction plan; purchasing 
only fuel-efficient municipal vehicles; and adopting an energy efficient “stretch” building code. 

These grants represent further growth of CMRPC’s budding energy program, which includes not only 
Green Communities designation assistance and grant administration but also behavioral energy reduction 
plans, energy tax credit coordination, potential procurement opportunities, LED streetlight retrofits, and 
regional energy aggregation. Since 2014, CMRPC has helped Dudley, Upton, and Hardwick achieve 
the Green Community designation.  Additionally, the Commission is currently working on various 
energy projects with the communities of Auburn, Barre, Charlton, Dudley, Hardwick, New 
Braintree, Northbridge, Southbridge, Warren, West Boylston, and West Brookfield. Municipalities 
interested in the Green Communities program or other energy reduction projects are encouraged to 
contact Chris Ryan of CMRPC or visit www.mass.gov to find their Regional Green Communities 
Coordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on CMRPC’s Green Energy Program and services, please contact: 
Dominique DuTremble, ddutremble@cmrpc.org or 508.459.3336 . 
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