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MINUTES 
Equipment Committee 

April 1, 2014 
 

Present: Chairman, Chief Gerard Dio, Worcester Fire; Director David Clemons, Worcester 
Communications; Jim Barclay, Royalston EMA; Chief Kevin Roy, Fitchburg Fire; Carl Ekman, 
Charlton EMA; Michael Dunne, CMRPC. 
Chief Patrick Sullivan, Lunenburg Fire; Fire Chief’s of Devens, Leominster, Holden, Barre, 
Sterling were also present. 
 
Call to Order: Chairman Dio called the meeting to Order at 12:45 PM 
 
Minutes: The Draft Minutes of March 4, 2014 were presented for approval.  
A Motion was made by Chief Roy to approve the MINUTES as presented. The Motion received 
a 2nd from Mr. Ekman and were so Voted. 
 
Financial: Mr. Dunne presented the financial statements. They were included in each members 
packet.  
 
Application for Fire District 8 Tech Rescue Equipment: 
Chief Pat Sullivan of Lunenburg Fire and Chairman of the FD-8 Tech Rescue Team introduced 
the other chiefs in attendance from Fire District 8.  
He noted the project before the Committee is for equipment for the Fire District 8 (aka Mid-
State Mutual Aid Association) Technical Equipment Team. He informed the committee that the 
Council had previously supplied some equipment to the team thru Devens and Lunenburg but 
this equipment was being sought to bring the team up to the level of other statewide teams. 
The equipment being sought is the same as, or similar to, the equipment being used by other 
teams and has the recommendation of FCAM and the FCAM Tech Rescue Steering Committee 
that meets with Undersecretary Schwartz. 
The amount being sought is $254,543.00. 
Committee members noted this is more than what is available in the FFY11 or FFY12 budgets 
but could be accomplished by combining multiple years.  Mr. Dunne noted the fiduciary could 
split the costs between FFY11-12 and 13 if needed. 
Chief Sullivan noted that some communities have most of their members trained to either 
operations or tech level training in rope and confined space. The team is not seeking structural 
collapse equipment at this time as they do not have enough members trained to the tech level 
in structural collapse. He indicated that FD-8 may seek assistance for training members to this 
level. 
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Chief Dio asked how many personnel were trained. Chief Sullivan reported they between 20-30 
members trained to Tech Level in ropes and confined space. 
He advised the members that FD-8 was seeking 4 sets of equipment: one set would be placed 
on the Fitchburg Rescue (purchased with HS funds) and 3 trailers would be purchased with a set 
of equipment in each trailer for maximum coverage within the district. 
Director Clemons noted he supported the team but noted the committee has to look at the ‘big 
picture”. HS funds are dwindling each year and limited funds are available. He noted that he 
had heard that FD-7 was also going to be seeking equipment. If both districts were supported 
this could easily eat up most of the budget. 
A Motion was made by Director Clemons to support the request of FD=8 in the amount of 
$254,543. The Motion received a 2nd from Chief Kochanowski. 
Discussion: Chief Dio noted the Worcester Technical Rescue Vehicle is available for response 
thru-out the region. He noted this is not WFD Rescue 1 but rather a separate vehicle that has 
been in service for 10 years.  
Director Barclay noted that the Town of Royalston has much of this equipment also – he was 
unable to speak about its availability with technician trained personnel. 
The Motion to support the application was so Voted. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM. 
 
Minutes taken and prepared by Michael Dunne, CMRPC. 


