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MINUTES 
Training Committee 

May 7, 2013 
Location: CMEMSC, 361 Holden Street, Holden, MA 

 
Members Present: Chairman  Kevin Roy, Fitchburg Fire; David Clemons, Director, Worcester 
Communications; Chief Dean Kochanowski, Dudley Fire; Edward McNamara, CMEMSC; Chief 
(RET) Jeff Wilson,  Fire District 7; Jim Barclay, Royalston, EMA; Chris Montiverdi, Worcester 
EMA;   
Non-voting attendees: Manny Litos, Motorola Solutions; John Fabiano, EOPSS; Mark Widner, 
CMRPC; and Michael Dunne, CMRPC. 
 
Call to Order: Chairman Roy called the meeting to Order at 11:15 AM. 
 
Minutes: The Minutes of the April 2, 2013 meeting were presented for approval. NOTE: The 
Minutes had been sent via email to all members for review prior to the meeting. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Montiverdi to approve the Minutes as presented. The Motion 
received a 2nd from Director Clemons and was so Voted. 
 
Financial: Mr. Dunne covered the expiration date of both FFY09 and FFY10. He covered the 
amount of funds still available after the two previous committee meetings. 
 
New: 
Dive Team Training: Chief Kochanowski advised he was speaking on behalf of the Chiefs who 
have members on the South County Dive Team. He noted they feel that the training from Life 
Guard Systems is equal to that provided by Dive Rescue Int’l. They are questioning why the 
Council is not providing BF/OT coverage for their members who will attend the Life Guard 
Systems Dive Training. LGS is a recognized international organization. 
Chief Roy noted that when the Council started paying BF/OT for dive teams the agency 
recognized by DHS was Dive Rescue International. Thus the council adopted Dive Rescue 
International as the approved vendor for the dive teams. 
He noted that when South County Dive Team applied for equipment they agreed to undergo 
the same training as North County and Worcester. He asked why, if the council would pay for 
DRI, that the south county dive team had chosen LGS? Chief Kochanowski replied that DRI was 
more expensive and the Chiefs and team felt the training was equal or better. 
 Chief Roy noted it was a matter of standardization for training and being able to work together. 
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Mr. Dunne informed the committee that going forward the issue could become more 
complicated as Training is now required to be bid, whereas in the past it was exempt from 
bidding under state law – however during the last audit DHS noted that the federal 
requirements differed from MA and thus all trainings would require competitive bidding. He 
noted that the criteria for training would have to be very clear to remain with one vendor. He 
noted for the course that South County is planning in late May or June insufficient time remains 
before the course for the council to seek approvals and get bids – therefore the Council could 
not pay for this training.  
The members present felt that the decision to not provide BF/OT for the LGS course should 
stand as previously voted. 
 
Tech Rescue: Mr. Dunne asked the committee if they would endorse an official position on 
providing BF/OT for Tech Rescue and Rope Rescue Trainings being offered by DFS. He noted 
that DFS has received DHS approval for the courses thus they are recognized under the training 
guidelines. He noted that as the fiduciary he has received calls from communities who wish to 
send their members to the DFS courses. Mr. Dunne advised the members that he has told 
communities they need to apply in advance to the council for BF/OT but his understanding was 
BF/OT was only being provided to members of recognized teams.  
Mr. Fabiano noted that the Western Council had just completed Trench Rescue Training. 
Chief Roy noted that the state was going to work with FCAM to develop regional Tech Rescue 
Teams but after the first meeting there have not been any others. He attributed that to Under 
Secretary Schwartz’s very busy schedule. 
In response to a question, Mr. Dunne replied that Worcester Fire and the Devens Regional 
Team have both been recognized by the Council. Chief Kochanowski noted that a team exists in 
south-county. Mr. Dunne noted that the south county team has not sought funding for training 
or equipment as the other two teams have. 
Chief Roy asked if the members wanted to wait for state action on establishing regional teams 
or should the courses be given standing approval. The committee discussed the situation and 
took no actionable vote at this time. Chief Roy will inquire of FCAM the status of the Tech 
Rescue teams as state assets. 
 
The committee voted to join with the Inter-Op Committee and the Equipment for a combined 
meeting to discuss matters relative to funding and planning. The committees broke into 
discussion groups. 
 
At 1:00 PM the committee meetings adjourned to begin the CRHSAC monthly meeting. 
 
Minutes taken and prepared by Michael Dunne, CMRPC. 


